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The Sri Lanka Judges’ Institute (SLJI) was set up by Act No.46 of 1985. A Board of Management comprising of the Chief Justice ex officio Chairmen and two Supreme Court Judges appointed by His Excellency the president as members supervises its work and lays down policy guidelines. The appointed members of the Board during the period under were Hon. Nihal Jayasinghe and Hon. Nimal Dissanayake.


His Lordship the Chief Justice and other members of the Board of Management of the Superior Courts Complex have graciously granted the Institute permission to use Room No.1308 of the Superior Courts Complex and the adjoining room to serve as an office. For the Conduct of Seminars, lectures and training courses His Lordship the Chief Justice has very kindly made available his official residence at Wijerama Mawatha, Colombo 7. 


The institute has a staff strength of five –



A Director, (J.F.A. Soza – up to end of April)




       (N.K. Udalagama – From 11th December), 


Deputy Director, (P.H.K. Kulatilaka),


Secretary, (P.N.A. De Silva)


Office Aide, (E. Sepala Karunaratne) and


Driver (G.W. Ranjith)


Among its assets an official car No. 300-0488 has been made available to the Institute.


The Institute conducts in–service seminars for sitting Judges and training for new appointees as instructed by the Judicial Service Commission.


Two comprehensive training course for two batches of newly appointed Judicial  Officers – one for 10 Judicial Officers which commenced on 01st February 2006 and ran up to 29th March, 2006, and the other for 7 Judicial Officers which commenced on 7th  August, 2006 and ran up to the end of October 2006. Mention should be made however of the fact that not all the Judicial Officers originally appointed go through the full length of the comprehensive training course as postings are made of some of them to Judicial Stations from time to time to meet the exigencies of the service.


Week–end Seminars were held for Judicial Officers on the following days:-
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A Workshop on “New Initiatives in Combating Corruption” for Magistrates and District Judges serving in Western Province was held on 25 March 2006 at Galadari Hotel in collaboration with the UNDP.


Computer training course organized by the World Bank Officials which commenced under the auspices of the Sri Lanka Judges’ Institute on 02nd September, 2000, for the benefit of selected groups of members of Court Staff is still continuing.


In addition a telephone advisory service was made available to all the Judges of the Island inclusive of the Northern and Eastern Provinces by the then Director (J.F.A. Soza and now by the new Director N.K. Udalagama) and the Deputy Director (P.H.K. Kulatilaka) ; this facility is widely availed of. 


Arrangements have been made to make available E-mail facilities to the Judge and a new Telephone Communication bearing No. 2543401 has already been installed for this purpose.


Our Grant for the 2006 was Rs.2,650,000.00 for this year (Year 2007) we have been allocated a lesser sum amounting to only Rs.1,446,000/- for general expenses and a sum of Rs.140,000/- as Capital Expenditure. This amount is very low compared to the last Year’s Grant, and we will find it impossible to meet the expenses of the Institute during this year.


The World Bank in its project appraisal Document for the Second Legal and Judicial Project has allocated a sum of approximately 4,300,00 US dollars under the head “Infrastructure and Equipment” which appears to include the above sum for a building to house the Judicial Training Center. 


While the Office of the Sri Lanka Judges’ Institute continues to be at Room No.1308 of the Superior Courts Complex, Hulftsdorp, the venue of the training course and the week-end seminars has been the Chief Justice’s House at 129, Wijerama Mawatha, Colombo 07, made available to the Sri Lanka Judges’ Institute by the kind courtesy of Lordship the Chief Justice.

